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A WHITE-HEADED  WOODPECKER'S  NEST 

William  Leon  Dawson  in  “Birds  of  Californa”  states,  “The  white-headed 
woodpecker,  Dryobates  albolai  vatus,  is  a rather  quiet  bird  both  in  manner 
and  voice,  * * * is  always  decorous,  self-contained  and  above  suspicion,  save 
when  his  nest  is  discovered.  Then,  indeed,  his  nerves  go  to  pieces.” 

This  latter  statement  could  not  be  said  of  the  white-headed  woodpeckers 
that  have  nested  for  the  last  three  years  in  the  tree-columns  on  the  porch  of 
the  Lodge  at  Lake  Alpine,  elevation  7300  ft.,  in  the  Stanislaus  National  Forest 
in  the  Sierra  Nevada,  on  the  Ebbets  Pass  Highway.  Here  many  people  passed 
back  and  forth,  watching  the  excavation  of  the  nest  and  the  feeding  of  the 
young. 

For  two  years  the  same  hole  was  used,  but  this  year  a new  hole,  l/2  to 
2 inches  in  diameter,  was  made  8 feet  from  the  floor  of  the  porch  on  the  side 
sheltered  from  the  prevailing  wind  and  facing  the  building.  By  June  1st,  even 
before  all  snow  was  melted,  excavation  was  going  on,  5 to  6 inches  into  the 
column,  and  8 to  10  inches  deep.  Soon  murmurings  were  heard  in  the  cavity 
and  two  parents  were  busy  supplying  food  to  the  two  inmates.  Each  time 
the  food-bearing  parent  would  knock  before  entering,  in  case  the  other  parent 
was  in  the  nest,  for  two  young  and  two  adults  were  just  one  adult  too  many 
for  that  cavity.  As  it  was  the  male  had  to  squeeze  himself  in.  By  July  15th 
the  young  were  out  of  the  nest  and  away. 

I am  indebted  to  Mrs.  J.  E.  Feeney,  hostess  at  the  Lodge,  for  these  in- 
teresting details. 

According  to  “The  Distribution  of  the  Birds  of  California”  by  Grinnell 
and  Miller,  “The  nesting  range  of  the  northern  white-headed  woodpecker  is 
between  4000  and  7500  ft.,  exceptionally  to  9700  to  10,000  ft.  In  winter  in- 
dividuals go  down  to  3000  feet.  Habitat;  Coniferous  forests  of  mid-altitude  type. 
Perhaps  the  most  frequented  tree  is  the  yellow  pine,  then  sugar  pine,  Jeffrey 
pine,  white  and  red  fir,  more  rarely  lodgepole  pine.  Foraging  is  done  mainly  in 
living  trees,  but  for  excavation  of  nest-holes,  typically  low-down,  dead  trees 
are  required,  especially  stubs  which  are  hard-shelled  but  decayed  inwardly.’ 

This  requirement  was  exactly  what  the  above  pair  found  in  the  dry  tree- 
columns.  Minnie  H.  Young,  Berkeley,  California 
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A BIRDING  TRIP  TO  SANTA  CRUZ 

On  June  27,  our  party  of  three  left  Oakland  for  the  Santa  Cruz  moun- 
tains and  a cabin  one-half  mile  north  of  Boulder  Creek,  elevation  approximate- 
ly 2000  feet,  where  redwoods  and  pines  were  abundant  and  small  streams  with 
their  accompanying  low  growth.  The  next  day  we  drove  to  Santa  Cruz,  on 
the  ocean  and  out  Eastcliff  Drive  to  see  nesting  bank  swallows,  also  to  the 
Santa  Cruz  pier.  On  the  29th  we  motored  to  Moss  Landing  and  on  to  Point 
Lobos  State  Park,  returning  by  way  of  the  Marine  Laboratory.  The  next  day 
we  traveled  home  by  Highway  1,  stopping  at  Waddell  Creek  where  birding 
was  excellent,  also  at  Pigeon  Point  where  we  watched  sooty  shearwaters. 
The  following  94  species  were  seen  or  heard : 

Western  Grebe,  Pied-billed  Grebe,  Sooty  Shearwater,  California  Brown 
Pelican,  Farallon  Cormorant,  Brandt  Cormorant,  Baird  Cormorant,  Great 
Blue  Heron,  American  Egret,  Black -crowned  Night  Heron,  Anthony  Green 
Heron,  Canada  Goose,  Mallard  Duck,  Pintail  Duck,  White-winged  Scoter, 
Surf  Scoter,  Ruddy  Duck,  Turkey  Vulture,  White-tailed  Kite,  Sharp- 
shinned  Hawk,  Red-tailed  Hawk,  Sparrow  Hawk,  California  Quail,  Coot, 
Black  Oystercatcher,  Snowy  Plover,  Killdeer,  Long-billed  Curlew,  Spotted 
Sandpiper,  Western  Willet,  Marbled  Godwit,  Avocet,  Black-necked  Stilt, 
Western  Gull,  California  Gull,  Herrmann  Gull,  Forster  Tern,  Least  Tern, 
Pigeon  Guillemot,  Mourning  Dove,,  Screech  Owl,  Horned  Owl,  Pygmy  Owl, 
Spotted  Owl,  Hairy  Woodpecker,  Nuttall  Woodpecker,  Ash-throated  Fly- 
catcher, Black  Phoebe,  Olive-sided  Flycatcher,  Western  Flycatcher,  Horned 
Lark,  Purple  Martin,  Cliff  Swallow,  Barn  Swallow,  Violet-green  Swallow, 
Bank  Swallow,  Rough-winged  Swallow,  Crested  Jay,  California  Jay,  Ameri- 
can Raven,  Chestnut-backed  Chickadee,  Plain  Titmouse,  Pygmy  Nuthatch, 
Creeper,  Wren-Tit,  Marsh  Wren,  Western  Robin,  Hermit  Thrush,  Russet- 
backed  Thrash,  Hutton  Vireo,  Warbling  Vireo,  Cassin  Solitary  Vireo,  Lute- 
sant  Warbler,  Black-throated  Gray  Warbler,  Yellow-throat,  English  Sparrow, 
Western  Meadowlark,  Red-winged  Blackbird,  Brewer  Blackbird,  Cowbird, 
Western  Tanager,  Black-headed  Grosbeak,  Lazuli  Bunting,  California  Purple 
Finch,  House  Finch,  Pine  Siskin,  Willow  and  Green-backed  Goldfinch,  Spotted 
Towhee,  Brown  Towhee,  Savannah  Sparrow,  Oregon  Junco,  White-crowned 
Sparrow,  Song  Sparrow.  Kenneth  Schulz,  Oakland,  Calif. 

SPECIAL  JULY  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Saturday,  July  30th,  nineteen  people  gathered  for  the  Audubon  walk. 
Starting  at  University  and  Oxford,  we  explored  all  the  bird  spots  on  the 
campus  and  then,  some  hiking,  some  riding,  we  ended  up  for  lunch  in  the 
Botanical  Gardens.  The  wreather  was,  for  the  most  part,  cool  and  foggy  and 
the  light  not  good  for  bird  colors,  but  the  sun  obligingly  came  out  at  lunch, 
after  which  we  had  wonderful  views  of  Allen  and  Anna  hummingbirds  in 
the  tobacco  patch. 

We  visited  the  tiny  baby  deer  that  was  making  such  a noise;  some  had 
thought  it  was  the  noise  of  a peacock. 

The  following  25  birds  were  seen  or  heard:  Red-tailed  hawk,  California 
quail,  mourning  dove,  Anna  and  Allen  hummingbirds,  black  phoebe,  Stella 
and  Californiia  jay,  titmouse,  bush-tit,  wren-tit,  robin,  russet-backed  thrush, 
orange-crowned  and  pileolated  warblers,  black-headed  grosbeak,  purple  and 
house  finch,  green-backed  and  common  goldfinch,  spotted  and  brown  towhee, 
Oregon  junco,  white-crowned  and  song  sparrows.  Alison  Berry,  Historian 
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AUGUST  FIELD  TRIP 

The  August  field  trip  was  taken  to  Tennessee  Cove  on  August  14,  19411 
with  34  members  and  guests  attending.  The  weather  was  cloudy  and  chilly, 
but  did  not  effect  the  wonderful  birding.  The  following  57  species  were  seen: 


Sooty  Shearwater 
Calif.  Brown  Pelican 
Brandt  Cormorant 
Great  Blue  Heron 
American  Egret 
Snowy  Egret 
Turkey  Vulture 
Red-tailed  Hawk 
Duck  Hawk 
Sparrow  Hawk, 
California  Quail 
Killdeer 

Hudsonian  Curlew 
Willet 

Glaucous-winged  Gull 
Western  Gull 
Heermann  Gull 
Caspian  Tern 
Horned  Owl 


Anna  Hummingbird 
Allen  Hummingbird 
Belted  Kingfisher 
Red-shafted  Flicker 
Downy  Woodpecker 
Black  Phoebe 
Western  Flycatcher 
Wood  Pewee 
Rough-winged  Swallow 
Bai’n  Swallow 
Cliff  Swallow 
Crested  Jay 
California  Jay 
American  Raven 
Chestnut-bk.  Chickadee 
Plain  Titmouse 
Bush-tit 
Wren-tit 
House  Wren 


Bewick  Wren 
Robin 

Russet-backed  Thrush 
Warbling  Vireo 
Yellow  Warbler 
Pileolated  Warbler 
English  Spax'row 
Red-winged  Blackbird 
Brewer  Blackbird 
Western  Tanager 
House  Finch 
Pine  Siskin 
Willow  Goldfinch 
Green-backed  Goldfinch 
Brown  Towhee 
Savannah  Sparrow 
Oiegon  Junco 
White-crowned  Sparrow 
Song  SpaiTow 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  last  year  the  Cormorants  seen  were  the  Fara- 
llon  and  the  Baird  while  his  year  we  saw  only  he  Brandt.  Also  of  interest 
last  year  was  the  American  Bittern,  Marsh  Hawk,  Band-tailed  Pigeon  and 
ellow-throat.  Kenneth  Schulz,  Leader  and  Historian 


AUGUST  SUPPER  MEETING 

I wish  to  thank  you  all  for  the  enthusiastic  response  and  cooperation 
in  making  the  first  annual  pot-luck  supper  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon 
Society  such  a success,  as  we  had  anticipated.  Everyone  had  a good  time  and  we 
were  able  to  place  in  the  Special  Purpose  Fund  $115.00,  net.  The  delicious 
dishes  provided  by  our  members,  prove  that  there  is  much  culinary  talent 
among  us.  Laurel  Reynolds,  Program  Chairman 

We,  in  turn,  wish  to  thank  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  for  their  hospitality 
and  effoi-ts  in  making  the  affair  a success.  Among  the  100  members  and 
guests  were  several  distinguished  visitors  from  out  of  the  state,  who  were 
introduced  and  enjoyed.  Mr.  Lawrence  Moore  brought  his  organ  and  led  the 
community  singing,  and  Mrs.  Reynolds  showed  a preview  of  her  Point  Reyes 
Sequence,  which  was  a beautiful  climax  to  an  eventful  evening. 

NEW  PUBLICATION  — “The  Owl”,  a new  publication  issued  by  the 
Ridgewood  Audubon  Society,  Ridgwood,  New  Jersey,  has  been  l'eceived.  They 
are  pi-oud  to  have  the  first  authentic  record  of  the  house  finch  for  New 
Jersey,  April  9,  1949.  This  will  be  placed  with  other  exchange  publications 
at  the  Oakland  Museum,  where  it  will  be  available  for  circulation  to  Audubon 
members. 


NEW  MEMBERS:  We  welcome  the  following:  from  San  Francisco,  Mr. 
Monte  Paul  Hickenlooper ; from  Berkeley.  Miss  F"ay  Chalmers;  from  Hay- 
ward, Miss  Ruth  Dunlap;  from  Murphys,  Calif.,  Mrs.  J.  E.  Feeney. 
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SEPTEMBER  MEETING 

The  384th  meeting  of  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be  held  on 
September  8th  at  7:30  p.m.  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  San  Francisco  Public 
Library,  Larkin  and  McAllister  Sts.  It  will  be  our  special  privilege  to  have 
Mr.  Robert  P.  Dempster,  Biologist  in  the  Steinhart  Aquarium,  who  will  tell 
of  his  recent  adventure  in  collecting  tropical  fish  around  the  Hawaiian  Islands. 
Mr.  Dempster  will  illustrate  his  lecture  with  beautiful  kodachrome  slides  of 
his  colorful  captives,  now  in  the  Aquarium.  This  is  an  unusual  opportunity  to 
learn  something  of  tropical  fish,  which  rival  the  birds  in  color  and  form. 
Come  and  bring  friends  for  a fascinating  evening.  There  will  be  a no-host 
dinner  at  the  Hotel  Whitcomb  at  6 p.m. 

Laurel  Reynolds,  Program  Chm. 


SEPTEMBER  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Sunday,  September  18,  to  Bay 
Farm  Island,  Alameda,  for  shore 
birds.  Because  of  the  tide  this  trip 
is  one  week  later  than  the  usual  date. 
Meet  at  Lincoln  Park  (Santa  Clara 
and  High  Sts.,)  at  10:00  a.m.  From 
San  Francisco  take  “0”  bus  from 
Bridge  Terminal  at  9:15.  From  the 
East  Bay  take  the  51  or  58  bus.  Lead- 
er, Mrs.  Junea  W.  Kelly.  Bring  binoc- 
ulars, lunch,  and  interested  friends. 


SPECIAL  SEPTEMBER  FIELD  TRIP 

On  Saturday,  September  10,  to 
Mills  College  and  Leona  Canyon, 
Oakland.  Meet  at  Wetmore  Gate  at 
8:45  a.m.  From  San  Francisco  take 
8:05  “N”  bus  from  Bridge  Terminal  to 
MacArthur  Blvd.  and  Seminary  Ave. 
From  the  East  Bay  take  the  57  bus. 
Leader,  Harold  Peterson.  Bring  bi- 
noculars, interested  friends,  and 
lunch  if  desired. 

A.  Laurence  Curl,  Chairman, 
Field  Trip  Committee 
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